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287 " If he oppresses and lies, do you see what is to be made of
the principles of the essence of the evidence which tries
to prove that Allah does not oppress or lie ?" He replied:
" This is impossible." Whereupon they both said to him:
" How can the impossible be within the power of Allah,
and why did you consider it impossible for such a thing to
occur from him, if you consider it within his power?" His
reply was: " Because it does not occur until misfortune
comes to one, and it is impossible for misfortune to come
upon Allah/' They said to him: " It is also- impossible for
him to have power over what takes place through him, ex-
cept when misfortune comes upon him." And the three
were amazed. Bishr said to them that everything which they
held was nonsense. Abu-al-Hudhail replied: " And what
do you say? Do you claim that Allah is able to torment a
child, or do you merely say, ' This man (i. e. al-Nazzam)
holds that view' ?" He replied: " I hold that Allah has
power to do this." And he said: " If he does that which he
is able to do, namely torment a child, and oppress it, then the
child must be an adult, intelligent, sinful, and deserving of
the punishment which Allah imposes upon it. The evidences
in themselves would be evidences of his justice." Abu-al-
Hudhail said to him: " May your eyes weep. How can it
be an act of virtue not to do what you can do along the line
of oppression?" And al-Mirdar said: "Verily you have
denied an opinion of my preceptor, and my preceptor was
wrong." Bishr said to him: " How do you say?" And he
replied: " I say that Allah has the power to oppress and to
lie, and if he does this, he becomes an oppressive and a
lying God." Bishr then said to him: " Does he deserve
worship or not? If he deserves it, then worship is an act
of praise toward the worshipped, and if he practises op-
pression, then he deserves blame and not praise. If, on the
other hand, he does not deserve worship, how can he be a
lord without it?"
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